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Introduction

Microsoft Navision 4.0 provides completely redesigned main menu functionality; the Navision Navigation Pane. The main aim of this document is to explain how the new main menu affects an upgrade. We therefore recommend that you read this information before upgrading customers to Navision 4.0. You can find additional information about the Navigation Pane in the Navision online Help, the C/SIDE Reference Guide (online Help) and in the manual Application Designer’s Guide.
Upgrading Customized Databases
To upgrade a customized Navision database to Navision 4.0 to enable customers to use the Navigation Pane, you simply export the MenuSuite object (Region or Country level) from Navision 4.0 and import it into the customized Navision database. When you open the Navigation Pane Designer, you will see the menus that the MenuSuite object contains. You can then add new menus, menu groups and menu items if necessary. 
Please note that the 4.0 menus can contain references to application objects that do not exist in the customized database. You will see this when you try to compile the MenuSuite object. A dialog will appear stating, for example, that Form X does not exist. When you click OK, the menu item that refers to that application object will be highlighted in the Navigation Pane Designer to enable you to easily modify or delete it. You may have to repeat this action a number of times to “clean up” the MenuSuite object so that it can be compiled.
Opening a Company in Navision 4.0 with a Specific Form Shown
If you want a specific form to be launched when users open a company, you have to create a trigger with ID 1 in Codeunit 1 with code that corresponds to the CompanyOpen trigger code in earlier database versions. To enable user-specific forms to be launched, you must enter User IDs and Main Menu IDs in the User Setup table. Please note that you may have to insert the “Main Menu ID” field in this table first. You can still run the Navigation Pane if required.
Using C/SIDE 4.0 to Run an Earlier Database Version 

When you restore an earlier version of the database into C/SIDE 4.0, you will still have Form 330 Main Menu. C/SIDE will automatically launch the old main menu because the CompanyOpen trigger in Codeunit 1 will return the ID of the Main Menu form. You will also be able to run the Navigation Pane, but it will be empty until you import a MenuSuite object and then add content to it in the Navigation Pane Designer.
Menu Items – General Information
You cannot write trigger code for menu items in the Navigation Pane. You have to place code directly on application objects. For example:
· You cannot apply filters to a menu item. You must set filters directly on forms using one new form for each set of filters. You can then create menu items that link to these forms. This means, for example, that you cannot reuse a journal form in the 4.0 menus by applying different filters to the journal form’s menu item. 
· Prior to Navision 4.0, you could write code in the OnPush trigger of controls on the main menu. You cannot do this in the Navigation Pane. If you used code in the OnPush trigger to start other applications (.exe files, .dlls or automation components), you can design codeunits to do this. You can then create menu items that link to these codeunits. 
Please note that if you use a codeunit to open a form, there will be no association between the form and the codeunit menu item. This means, for example, that the feature that tracks active windows in the Navigation Pane will not work. Further, the feature whereby you can click a menu item and switch between making an already open form active and opening a new instance of the form will not work either. Note also that the icon that is displayed next to a menu item in the Navigation Pane represents the object type that the menu item links to. In this case, therefore, the codeunit icon will be shown instead of the form icon.
Assigning Users to Menus

Users are assigned to an entire menu, not to a part of it. Also, users are assigned to one menu at a time. They cannot be assigned to all the menus at one go. The Assign Users dialog, which is opened from the Navigation Pane Designer by right clicking a menu button and selecting “Assign Users…”, contains a list of all the users in the database. You assign a user by placing a check mark in the Assign field next to the user’s name, and you unassign a user by removing the check mark. You can also assign or unassign all users to a menu at one time.

The MenuSuite Object - Design Levels
Microsoft Business Solutions provides a generic MenuSuite object, which is called the MBS level. This object contains the Navision 4.0 menu suite content, which will almost always be changed in various ways before end-users see its content. These changes are applied at different design levels: Region, Country, Add-on, Partner and Company. For example, the MenuSuite object is changed when the application undergoes localization changes. This takes place at the Country level. As a developer working at a Microsoft Business Solutions partner, you customize a MenuSuite object at the Partner level. You also have permission to configure a MenuSuite object at the Company level, which is the level that administrators work on.
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The changes that you make to the menus in a MenuSuite object are stored as the differences between these menus and the menus in the previous MenuSuite object level. For example, when a company administrator configures menus at the Company level, the changes are stored as the differences between the Company level and the Partner level, which was the previous level in this case. When you make changes to a MenuSuite object and then export it in text format, the text file shows the changes that you have made in comparison with the previous MenuSuite object level. 

There can only be one MenuSuite object for each design level, with the exception of the Add-on level, for which there can be a maximum of 10 MenuSuite objects.

The topic “Navigation Pane Designer” in the Navision online Help provides information about how an administrator can configure a menu suite to meet the needs of his company and its employees. This information is also relevant for developers who will be customizing menu suites.
Creating Shortcuts in the Navigation Pane 

In the Shortcuts menu of the Navigation Pane, users can create shortcuts that link to documents with the following extensions: bmp, doc, htm, html, fig, gif, ini, jpg, mov, mpeg, mpg, pdf, ppt, rtf, sys, txt, url, wri, wpd, wps, xls, xml and zip. They can also create shortcuts to Navision forms and to Web sites (using the navision, http and https protocols). The file extensions and protocols are listed in the fin.stx file, where you can customize them. For example, you can extend the list of protocols to include the “outlook” protocol.

 

A customer may want a shortcut that opens a specific program that he has installed on his computer (and not just a shortcut that opens a file, for example, a specific Word document). If, for example, a customer wanted a shortcut to Microsoft Office Outlook®, you would do the following:
· Add the “outlook” protocol to the fin.stx file.

· Create a codeunit that contains the following code:
SHELL ('c:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\Office11\Outlook.exe')     

This statement opens Outlook. The path is only an example.
· In the Navigation Pane Designer, create a menu item that runs this codeunit. 

The menu item can then be copied to the customer’s Shortcuts menu.
 

Note that due to changes to the SHELL function, it is not possible to have a variable program string.

About Microsoft Business Solutions

Microsoft Business Solutions, a division of Microsoft, offers a wide range of integrated, end-to-end business applications and services designed to help small, midmarket and corporate businesses become more connected with customers, employees, partners and suppliers. Microsoft Business Solutions' applications optimize strategic business processes across financial management, analytics, human resources management, project management, customer relationship management, field service management, supply chain management, e-commerce, manufacturing and retail management. The applications are designed to provide insight to help customers achieve business success. More information about Microsoft Business Solutions can be found at http://www.microsoft.com/BusinessSolutions/
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