


Reserve Your Prefix
• Even though the solution sux, most ISV’s have been doing it forever

• We reserved “For”



What you can already do in C/Side
• Add Notifications, Tooltips, Translations

• Implement Wizards

• Create the simplicity

• Write tests

• Write clean code
(Use events but that prevents downgrade)



Problem
• ISV Solution has to span multiple versions

• Here is how we do it

• Code everything in Business Central C/Side
• Downgrade to NAV2013 to NAV2018
• Upgrade to Extensions
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Downgrade
• Don’t use images in actions that were not available
• Put Notifications in separate codeunits and yank them out
• Remove unused properties like ApplicationArea

• We use an internal tool, but essentially it’s just regular expressions



Upgrade
• Create Table/Page Delta Files and Event Subscriber Codeunits

• Run Txt2AL

• Problem: NAV2018 mandatory as a minimum for ExportToNewSyntax

• Cumbersome



Convert from C/AL to AL





Existing Situation
• NAV 2017 & NAV 2018 (Started with Navision 3.70)
• 80+ Users, 5 Offices
• Base NAV with 9 Financial Companies in NL
• Two CfMD Add-Ons
• 1800 objects added
• Few 100 customized objects
• Power BI, Direct SQL Access
• Databases in Romania, Lithuania & Germany (Base NAV, no mods)



Functionality Chart

Financial Management Sales Purchase CRM

TMS

Customer Service

Microsoft

Planning Invoicing Cost Matching

Cross Dock Fleet Management Self-Service Portal Quote 2 Cash

Board Computer KPI Info Screens Track & Trace

EDIIn & Outbound Orders Status (T & T) Purchase Invoices Sales Invoices & Payments



In Numbers

75 Interfaces
25 Custom 
DotNet DLL 

Files

1800+ Objects 
added to NAV



Extensions The First Test
• All Core Page Changes as Single-Extension

• Interfacing Operational & Romanian Financials using API & Extensions

• Isolated New Functions as Extensions



Next Step – Business Central
100% Extensions, On Premises with DotNET



General Tips
• Use an excel sheet for object numbers, verify with ForNAV Object Explorer 

and use the idRange
• Use Date in your versioning
• Deploy using PowerShell to test with the Windows Client
• Turn ON ShowMyCode
• Windows Debugger works just fine



How did we convert?
• Export all objects to Text from C/Side in 2018
• Run the ForNAV Converter
• And Voila, you have an extension with Table Extensions, Page Extensions 

Etc…



Step 1 After Converting
• Go back to C/Side and fix those old, stupid errors
• Flowfilters cannot be in repeaters
• Actions with fields that no longer exist (C/Side does not error)
• API pages  EntitySet, Delayed Insert must be true
• Remove Automation Controls
• Tablerelations with non-existing fields



Example Compiler Differences





Format Address & Dimension Management
• No longer possible to add functions
• Move the functions to the table and call directly into FormatAdd

• Create your own DimensionManagement Codeunit and map



OnAfterGetCurrRecord
• Form to Page Transformation Tool Issue



Table Extensions – Local Variables



Enums, Type in Sales/Purchase Line
• We used to have Proceed & Cost added to Sales & Purchase

• They acted as Service Items

• Added 20 years ago

• Replaced now by Service Items

• We still create our own Ledger Entries

• Could possibly be an Enum once Microsoft is finished





Breaking Up your Extension
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Key Takeaways
• Stay Away from the base code. Period.

• Start Clean Up in C/Side, Try to Delete Objects and see what happens

• Take incremental steps, but real ones, not baby steps

• It’s fun!



Inventory
Manufacturing
Item Tracking

Service Management
Jobs



Microsoft

Business Central – W1

Core – Finance, Inventory, Purchase & Sales

Assembly Management 
/ Manufacturing

Fixed Assets

Jobs Service Management

Manufacturing



Let’s Delete Fixed Assets



Table Extension

Page Extension



Don’t solve problems
That are not yours to solve… but those to be solved by






