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Microsoft Dynamics™ NAV database migrations

• Are difficult and error-prone tasks

• Require extraordinary expenditures of human resources and time

• The Data Migration Tool was developed by OctoCon AG to

- Facilitate the migration process

- Eliminate errors through the assignment of standard actions which are 

applied for standard cases

• This approach leads to savings of up to 70% of the required resources

Introduction
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Improving your business

• Significantly increasing customer satisfaction

• Higher product quality at point-of-sale

• Considerably reducing time and costs for Microsoft Partners and customers

• Reducing risks due to 100% reliable detection of differences 

• Better internal overview

• Strong organizational support of complete update process

Benefits

Data Migration Tool
Web service
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Comparison of main characteristics

Comparison

Data Migration Tool
Web service

Data Migration Tool

Company license Web service

Max. savings Up to 70% of previous migration costs

Reusability of manual 

adaptations
Yes

Limited (code store not 

expandable)

Projects editable after 

Codeunit creation
Yes No

Average-sized migrations 

required for product to pay off
5

None due to 

Pay-per-use
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Advantages

• Partners only pay for migrations which they really do for customers

• A fixed charge means security for budget planning

• No risk of purchasing a product which will not be used often enough to pay 

off

• Attractive migration offers can be forwarded to customers, being at a much 

lower price than without using the tool

• Standardized functions are already included, additional options available

• Additionally, the web application respectively the demo mode is a suitable 

opportunity for Partners to test the Data Migration Tool

Advantages

Data Migration Tool
Web service
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Migration
Database

Customer
Database

Administration scheme

New
Release

Export of table & 
field descriptions

Developer Server Customer Server

Migration Center Export of table & 
field descriptions

Postprocessing
Codeunit

Preprocessing
Codeunit

New
Customer
Database

Key store
Value store

Default action
code store

Manual
adaptations

Import of table & 
field descriptions

Postprocessing
Codeunit

Data Migration Tool
& Web service
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Solution

• Fully equipped code store for default actions

• Automated generation of 

- Preprocessing Codeunit (saves data)

- Key and value store

- Postprocessing Codeunit (restores data)

Includes standard actions for standard cases

Allows manual adaptation of procedure proposals for non-

standardized functions (e.g. option values change)

Technical realization

Data Migration Tool
& Web service
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Workflow

• Registration (for first-time users) and login on Web 
service homepage

• Payment
• Download, import and execution of Dataports in   

both the current customer database (old version) and 
the new database (new version)
Result: 2 text files with table and field descriptions

• Project creation
• Selection of standard actions for standard cases 
• Import of table and field descriptions files 

• Download and Import of migration Codeunits and 
updated objects in current Customer Database (old  
version)

• Creation and adaptation of preprocessing & 
postprocessing Codeunits
Result: 2 migration Codeunits

• Processing of migration Codeunits and updated 
objects in current Customer Database (old version)

New data structure (of new version) 
available in Customer Database

1

2

3

5

6

Customer/New Database Migration Database

Data Migration Tool
Web service

4
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Screenshots – Login/Data upload

Data Migration Tool
Web service
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Screenshots – Graphical User Interface
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Screenshots – Table information
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Screenshots – Update Project Card
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Screenshots – Update Project Card

Data Migration Tool
Web service

February 2007



18

© OctoCon AG

Screenshots – Update Project Card
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Screenshots – Update Project Card
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Screenshots – Update in progress
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Screenshots – Code generation
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Charges

• Pay-per-use: € 1000 / US$ 1400 per migration project (taxes to be added)

• Same charge for any database

• No recurring costs

Support

• No support agreement – no support costs

• ‘Best practice’ directives included

• E-mail and phone contact with highly skilled programmers available

• Fixed hourly rate for services at € 95,- (+taxes, minimum of 30min. per contact)

Charges & support

Data Migration Tool
Web service
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Demo

• Free Trial version (registration required)

• Limit of 50 project lines/differences

• Demo version available at 

http://www.octocon.de/tools/EN_Data_Migration_Tool_Web_Service_Demo.html

Company License

• Unlimited license with freely expandable code store to increase reusability

• One-time license cost: € 27.000 (taxes to be added)

• Find detailed information at 

http://www.octocon.de/tools/EN_Data_Migration_Tool_Presentation.html

Versions

Data Migration Tool
Web service
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One-time charge vs. cost reduction per migration

• Pay-per-use charge (one-time) € 1.000,- (~US$ 1400,-, taxes to be added)

vs.

• Cost reduction € 7.400,- (~US$ 10.100,-)

- For an average migration:        20 man-days estimated

- 14 man-days less (70% due to 

application of DMT Web service)

• Leads to max. savings of = € 7.400,- per migration [(14 x €600,-) - €1000,-]

Return on investment – Impressive potential for savings

Data Migration Tool
Web service
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Thank you! 

We are looking forward

to supporting your

business! 
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Text and illustrations of this documentation have been created with best 
possible care. Nevertheless the OctoCon AG can assume neither legal 
responsibilities nor any other form of liability for any possible errors or 

omissions or their resulting consequences.
The present publication is protected by copyright law. All rights reserved. 
It is forbidden to reproduce any part of the present documentation in any 
form by photocopy, microfilm, or any other means or to convert any part 

of the present documentation to a language or form suitable for 
processing or storage by any machine, in particular by data processing 
systems, without the prior express written consent of OctoCon AG. All 

rights to use the present documentation in lectures or in radio, television 
or other broadcast media are also reserved. 

Microsoft and Microsoft Dynamics are registered trademarks of Microsoft 
Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.

OctoCon AG
Postfach 1104
Harthauser Strasse 48
D-72474 Winterlingen
Fon: +49 (0)7434 310 30
Fax: +49 (0)7434 310 40
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