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Reporting capabilities in Business Central

RDLC Word Excel Power BI
Data 

Analysis in 
List Pages

Financial 
reports



From an idea to the report

Idea & 
Requirement

Developing 
dataset

Developing 
layout

Configure 
layouts



• Previously known as Accounting schedules 

• Functional person defined layout reporting.

• Based on general ledger and budget 
entries.

• Can be published via web service and 
consumed in Power BI.

• Consume standard Microsoft APIs for 
Power BI. 

Financial reporting



Demo – Financial reporting



• A report in Business Central consists of 
• a dataset
•what data is available

• a number of report layouts
• how data is presented

How do I Create 
the Data Model?

How do I Create 
the Layout?

Do I need to Test 
the Report?

Report object 



• A report layout controls content and format of the report, including
• which data fields of a report dataset appear on the report 
• how they're arranged, text style, images, and more. 

• From Business Central, you can 
• change which layout is used on a report
• create new layout
• or modify the existing layouts.

Word Excel Rdlc

Report layouts



• With the report extension object, you can extend existing report objects, similar to 
how you extend tables and pages. 

• With report extensions, you can extend an existing report by:

Report Extension

Adding columns 
to existing data 

items

Adding new data 
items

Adding trigger 
implementations

Adding to 
request pages

Adding a new 
report layout



• Be very very careful…

Report Extension



• Be very very careful…

Report Extension



• Be very very careful…

Report Extension



Demo – developing and extending reports and 
layouts



• More information?
• aka.ms/BCReporting

Report object 



Excel layout

• Based on Excel workbooks and datasets 
developed in AL

• Combine data with other data sources in 
Excel

• Build custom pivot tables and analysis in 
Excel layout

• Use it for post processing like forecasting, 
data analytics, manipulate with data.

• Track Excel layout usage through Power 
BI telemetry 



Demo – Excel layouts in Business Central



• New way of interacting with data on list 
pages.

• Group data, filter data by dragging fields 
and setting filters.

• Pivot & list view

• Track client action in Power BI Telemetry 
app.

Data analysis on List pages in Business Central



Demo – Data analysis on List pages in Business 
Central



Preparing the Queries

Multicompany (example: Inventory)

Multi-Fact (example: Finance - G/L vs Budget)

Dataflows in PBI

Analyse dataset in Excel

PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Incremental refresh

Embedding into BC (including multiple reports, page parts)

Power BI – various scenarios



• Preparing the Queries

Odata Web Services



• Preparing the Queries

• Explore available APIs:
• https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/business-

central/dev-itpro/api-reference/v2.0/

Power BI – various scenarios

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/business-central/dev-itpro/api-reference/v2.0/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/dynamics365/business-central/dev-itpro/api-reference/v2.0/


• Preparing the Queries

Power BI – various scenarios

Standard web 
services / APIs 
not extendable

Create new 
APIs

APIs are better 
then Web 
Services

Requires 
Development



• Preparing the Queries

Power BI – various scenarios



• Preparing the Queries

Power BI – various scenarios

VSCode

API Queries / Pages



• Multicompany

• Example: Inventory versus Availability, and/or 
by Location

Power BI – various scenarios



• Multi-Fact

• Example: Finance - G/L vs Budget

Power BI – various scenarios



• Multi-Fact
• Example: Finance - G/L vs Budget

Create calculations that correctly aggregate values from tables with 
different granularities.

Understanding 
Granularity

The granularity is the lowest level of information stored in the fact table.

What defines 
granularity?

Power BI – various scenarios



• Multi-Fact 
• Example: Finance - G/L vs Budget

So how can we create a correct relationship between 
the budget and date tables?



• Multi-Fact 
• Example: Finance - G/L vs Budget

Power BI – various scenarios



• Dataflows

Power BI – various scenarios

As data volume continues to 
grow, so does the challenge of 
wrangling that data into well-

formed, actionable 
information. 

We want data that’s ready for 
analytics, to populate visuals, 
reports, and dashboards, so 

we can quickly turn our 
volumes of data into 
actionable insights. 

With self-service data prep for 
big data in Power BI, you can 

go from data to Power BI 
insights with just a few clicks.

Dataflows to the rescue!



• Dataflows

Creating a dataset in Dataflows



• Dataflows
• Consuming a dataflow in Power BI

Power BI – various scenarios



• Dataflows
• Consuming a dataflow in Excel

Power BI – various scenarios



• Dataflows in PBI
• Why dataflows?

Create reusable 
transformation logic.

Can be shared by many 
datasets and reports 

inside Power BI.

Create a single source 
of the truth.

Prevent analysts from 
having direct access to 

the underlying data 
source.

Power BI – various scenarios



• Dataflows in PBI
• Why dataflows?

1 read from data 
source, all other reads 

from dataflow

Security can be 
managed in dataflow

Dataflow can filter and 
aggregate data

Refresh schedule per 
dataflow è Master 

versus Ledgers

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel

• What’s usually the first question, after you demo an amazing Power BI report, with an 
awesome data model and carefully selected visuals?

• Can we export this to Excel?

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel

• Power BI provides you with options to ensure that you can extract the right 
granularity of data depending on how you want to analyze that data in Excel, 
either with Excel PivotTables or Excel tables. 

• In the Power BI service, use the following two features to create an Excel 
workbook:
• Analyze in Excel
• Export to Excel with live connection

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel

• Open a Power BI report. 
• Select Export > Analyze in Excel from the top ribbon.

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel

• Go to the workspace containing your Power BI dataset or report, select More
options (...) next to the dataset or report name and select Analyze in Excel.

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel

• Select a dataset in a Power BI workspace. 

• In the Dataset details page, select Analyze in Excel on the menu bar.

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel
• Export to Excel with live connection

1. Choose a visual in a Power BI report, 
select More options (…).

2. On the Options menu, select Export 
data. 

3. Select the Summarized data card, 
and choose the .xslx (Excel) with 
live connection (500,000 row max) 
option under File format.

Power BI – various scenarios



• Analyse dataset in Excel

Power BI – various scenarios



• PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Power BI – various scenarios

Next generation of AI with Copilot in Power 
BI

With Copilot in Power BI, we are infusing the 
power of large language models into Power 

BI at every layer to help users get more done 
and create more value from their data.



• PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Power BI – various scenarios

Using Copilot, you can simply 
describe the visuals and insights 
you’re looking for, and Copilot 

will do the rest. 

Users can create and tailor 
reports in seconds, generate and 

edit DAX calculations, create 
narrative summaries, and ask 

questions about their data, all in 
conversational language. 



• PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Power BI – various scenarios

We’ve already released the 
quick measure suggestions 

for DAX capability that helps 
analysts quickly create the 

code they need. 

The rest of the Copilot in 
Power BI experiences are 
now in private preview. 

Stay tuned to the Power BI 
blog for the latest updates 
and public release date for 

Copilot in Power BI.



• PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Power BI – various scenarios



• PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Power BI – various scenarios



• PBI with Copilot, Fabric

Power BI – various scenarios

Fabric is powered by AI

With Copilot in Microsoft Fabric users can 



• Incremental refresh

Power BI – various scenarios



• Incremental refresh
• Power BI Service

Power BI – various scenarios

In Power Query, 
split the table into 
two tables using 
the cutoff-date.

Disable refresh on 
static table.

Load data.
Then union both 

tables, after import 
using DAX.



• Incremental refresh
• Dataflows

Power BI – various scenarios



• Show Power BI reports embedded in 
Business Central. 

• By default, available in Role Center and 
several list pages.

• Extendable with code and enable you to 
embed Power BI on more list pages and 
card pages. 

Embed Power BI into Business Central



Demo – Embed Power BI into Business Central



Use Power Platform for Business Central 
Reporting

Power Apps

Power BI

Analyze chatbot activity to refine 
and expand conversations. 

Power Virtual Agent

Embed Power Apps into dashboards 
and add Power BI tiles to apps. 

Dataverse

Power Automate



Use Power Platform for Business Central 
Reporting

Power Apps

Power BI

Analyze chatbot activity to refine 
and expand conversations. 

Power Virtual Agent

Embed Power Apps into dashboards 
and add Power BI tiles to apps. 

Dataverse

Power Automate

API



• Use Power Automate button in Power BI report.

• Trigger dataset refresh with Power Automate.

• Send notifications based on the Power BI Alert.

Use Power Platform for Business Central 
Reporting

• Combine D365 Business Central data with data 
from other sources via Dataverse



Use Power Platform for Business Central 
Reporting

• Build Power Apps based on D365 Business 
Central Data with embedded Power BI 



Demo – utilize Power Platform for Business 
Central Reporting



• Through App Insights or using out of 
the box Power BI Telemetry app.

• Use Report usage report to check 
which reports are used and when.

• As a consultant I can always take a 
look what are most used report 
layouts and suggest improvements. 

Telemetry for Business Central reports



• Use Report performance statistics to 
check timings of reports, client and 
layout types.

• https://aka.ms/bctelemetry

Telemetry for Business Central reports



Demo - Telemetry for Business Central reports



• Use Telemetry
• Manage your Datasets
• Use Read Scale-Out to read data from a read-only copy of the database
• Use AL queries to optimize the way data is read from the database
• Manage Security
• If “Power BI” then “Star” | “Snowflake”!
• Know your stuff

• ☺ Enroll for Learning Journeys for Business Central -
https://businesscentralbooster.com
• Attract the right resources
• Offer them continued learning
• Retain talent

Best practices

https://businesscentralbooster.com/


Power BI https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/pricing

Power 
Platform

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-
platform/admin/powerapps-flow-licensing-faq

Other aka.ms/VeryConfusing…

Licencing

https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/pricing
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-platform/admin/powerapps-flow-licensing-faq
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/power-platform/admin/powerapps-flow-licensing-faq


Conclusion

• Poll results:



Conclusion

RDLC Layout



Report Type usually based on:



Conclusion

• When having spent a lot of time implementing Business Central, 
enter/import the data, implement business logic, it should be fast and easy 
to get it out in the desired format and learn from it!



Any Questions?
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